
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Rationale  
"The U. S. Geological Survey Coastal and Marine Geology Program should develop a national 
knowledge bank on the geologic framework of the country's coastal and marine regions… 
This knowledge bank should serve as a comprehensive inventory of geologic data developed 
by all interested agencies… [It] would represent a unique opportunity to foster even greater 
cooperation with federal, state, and local partners." (National Research Council, 1999. 
"Science for Decision Making: Coastal and Marine Geology at the U. S. Geological Survey") 
The Marine Realms Information Bank (MRIB) is the beginning of an information bank as 
recommended in the NRC report. 
 

 

 
 

Objective 
By integrating information from distributed and independent sources MRIB provides 
organized access to knowledge pertaining to the coastal and marine environments.  
It also attempts to serve a diverse group of users. 
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Concept  
MRIB provide access to on-line sources, but does not store them in a centralized servers.  
Its users, services, data and metadata resources are spread among many different 
locations. 
 

 

 
 
 

Operational 
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Design 
 
 

 
 
 

Instructions 
In the MRIB, each piece of information can be found through three search strategies,  
which can be used separately or combined: 1) Browse a Topic, 2) Browse a Map, and 
3) Search by Keyword. The Web interface is laid out in three operational sections: 
 
 
1) Selection Menu 
Enables users to select one or a combination of information categories to search.  
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2) Search History Menu 
Enables users to see the already selected categories, and if needed to change them.  
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3) Content Cell  
Displays the search results in map or table form. The pan and zoom map displays the 
locations of the areas of study and links directly to the remote information sources.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Credits 
The Marine Realms Information Bank is a collaborative effort of the U.S. Geological 
Survey, Coastal and Marine Geology Program at the Woods Hole Field Center and 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. 
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